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Fifty Years Later, Many Still See 

Broader JFK Plot, Cover-up 
 

Fifty years later, majorities of Americans still believe that John F. Kennedy’s assassination was 

part of a broader plot and that a government cover-up tried to keep the public from learning the 

truth. But both suspicions have subsided from their peaks. 

 

Sixty-two percent in the latest ABC News/Washington Post poll believe the killing was the work 

of more than one person; as many also think the government has tried to conceal the facts. But 

underscoring that these are mainly suspicions, far fewer, 29 percent, feel sure that a conspiracy 

occurred. The rest call it just their hunch. 

 

 
 

 

Despite their continued appeal, conspiracy theories of JFK’s assassination are less common 

today than in the past. Suspicions about a wider plot peaked at eight in 10 Americans 30 years 

ago, while the number who suspect a government cover-up topped out at 81 percent in 1993. 
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More recently, suspicions about a plot have subsided by 8 percentage points, and views of a 

conspiracy have eased by 6 points, compared with an ABC poll 10 years ago.  

 

The two theories tend to find purchase with the same people: Fifty-three percent in this poll think 

there was both a conspiracy and a cover-up. Just two in 10 don’t believe either theory. 

 

GROUPS – This poll, produced for ABC by Langer Research Associates, finds conspiracy and 

cover-up theories are equally common across gender, regional, partisan and ideological groups. 

However, there are differences by income, education, race and age. 

 

Views of a broader plot and government whitewash are 23 and 20 points less common, 

respectively, among college graduates than non-graduates; 17 and 12 points less prevalent 

among $50,000-plus earners than those with lower incomes; and 17 and 13 points lower among 

whites compared with nonwhites. 

 

Among age groups, suspicions the assassination was the work of more than one person peak at 

67 percent among 18- to 29-year-olds, who were still a long way from being born when the 

assassination occurred. Seniors, who were at least 15 years old when Kennedy was killed, are 

least apt to see a conspiracy, though 55 percent still do.  

 

METHODOLOGY – This ABC News/Washington Post poll was conducted by telephone Nov. 

14-17, 2013, in English and Spanish, among a random national sample of 1,006 adults, including 

landline and cell-phone-only respondents. Results have a margin of sampling error of 3.5 points, 

including design effect. 

 

The survey was produced for ABC News by Langer Research Associates of New York, N.Y., 

with sampling, data collection and tabulation by Abt-SRBI of New York, N.Y. 

 

Analysis by Gregory Holyk. 

 

ABC News polls can be found at ABCNEWS.com at http://abcnews.com/pollingunit. 

 

Media contact: Julie Townsend, (212) 456-4934. 

    

Full results follow.     
 

*= less than 0.5 percent 

 

1-25 previously released, except for 2c and 13-17, held for release. 

 

26. As you may know, President John F. Kennedy was assassinated in November 1963, 50 

years ago this month. Do you feel the Kennedy assassination was the work of one man, 

or was it part of a broader plot? Do you feel pretty sure about that, or is that just 

your hunch? 

 

            ----- One man ----   -- Broader plot --     No 

            NET   Sure   Hunch   NET   Hunch   Sure   opinion 

11/17/13    29     15     14     62     33      29       8      

11/9/03     22     14      8     70     31      39       8 

12/22/91*   11     NA     NA     73     NA      NA      16    

11/7/83     13                   80                      7 

http://www.langerresearch.com/
http://abcnews.go.com/PollingUnit/story?id=5984818&page=1
http://langerresearch.com/
http://abcnews.com/pollingunit
mailto:julie.townsend@abc.com
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9/67**      24                   60                     16 

2/67**      35                   44                     21 

9/66**      34      "      "     46      "       "      20 

*Time/CNN; wording: Do you think that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in the Kennedy 

assassination or do you think that there was a conspiracy that included other people? 

**Harris Poll 

 

 

27. Do you think there was or was not an official cover-up to keep the public from 

learning the truth about the Kennedy assassination? 

 

            Was   Was not   No opinion 

11/17/13    62      28          10     

11/9/03     68      24           8 

11/17/98*   74      13          13  

5/07/98     68      18          14  

10/7/93     81      12           7 

1/25/92     75      13          12 

10/10/88    61      17          22  

*1998 and 1993, CBS; 1992 and 1988, CBS/New York Times. 

 

 

*** END *** 


